
                                       The Five Fundamental Points 
 

                 Point 3: IDENTIFICATION WITH GOD 

 

In our identification with God we also encounter various “means of 
grace” which are: 
 

BAPTISM IN WATER – We believe this is more than a symbol; we 
believe that undertaken 
with genuine faith it has 
power in itself to cleanse, 
and is a means of 
identification with Christ’s 
death: “I want to know 
Christ and the power of 
His resurrection and the 
fellowship of His 
sufferings, becoming like 
Him in His death” - Phil 
3:10 and “To this you 
were called, because 
Christ suffered for you, 

leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.”  
1 Peter 2:21.  
 
We also find the identification with His death in the gospels, firstly 
mentioned by Jesus, when He said it was indispensible to take up the 
cross every day and follow Him. His death is also vividly portrayed in 
Isaiah’s memorable chapter 53: “He had no beauty or majesty to attract 
us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

3 
He 

was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar 
with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was 
despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

4 
Surely he took up our 

pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by 
God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 

5 
But he was pierced for our 

transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

6 
We 

all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

7 
He was 

oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a 



lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he 
did not open his mouth.” 
 
In summary, the identification with Christ begins with brokenness and 
continues with the same until it becomes part of our nature, as it was 
with Jesus’. A believer who is not broken is an insensitive believer. To 
be sensitive in the presence of God it’s necessary to have a broken 
heart. Without taking up the cross every day we cannot get to know the 
pain of the death of Christ. And without this pain we cannot love our 
neighbour as Jesus loves. On the other hand, brokenness of heart also 
makes us sensitive to sin to flee from it. 
 
Baptism in water carries with it the element of the new life of 
resurrection, to be identified with Christ in His state of exaltation. “Heirs 
of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in 
order that we may also share in his glory.” Rom 8:17 
 
BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT AND FIRE. We understand that this is 
a baptism announced by John the Baptist:” "I baptize you with water. 
But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I 

am not worthy to untie. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire.” - Lk 3:16 and also by the 
Lord at the moment of His ascension 
into Heaven: “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” Acts 1:8 
 
This is an indispensible experience 

to identify with Christ in His power. Without this baptism wonders cannot 
be worked through us. 
 
In passing we note that together with the baptism in the Holy Spirit there 
is no place for baptism in fire without speaking in tongues. In Acts 2, 
when The Holy Spirit descended also tongues of fire descended to fulfil 
the prophecy of John the Baptist. What’s more, tongues are a means of 
His power purifying and building us up in our individual life: “He who 



speaks in a tongue edifies himself” - 1 Cor. 14:4a. They are 
indispensible in order that the miracles that God does through us can 
attribute the power to God and not to the abilities of mere men. 
 
We don’t want to get involved in an argument with those who say that 
you can receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit without tongues. But we 
insist that tongues are considered one with the baptism of fire. 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER - in John Chapter 6 we have the best 

explanation of what the 
Lord’s supper is. It’s to eat 
the flesh and drink the blood 
of Christ. We believe that 
taking the bread and wine as 
a sacramental act is 
something that will always 
happen; but we also 
understand that by the 

action of faith, we are eating Christ's flesh and drinking his blood, for the 
words that Jesus spoke in this chapter "are spirit and life" (v63). 
 
Eating His flesh and drinking His blood is not just participating in a 
liturgical act, but Christ recommended it in order to be really identified 
with Him. Both the Lord’s Supper and baptism are administered by the 
Church by the sovereignty of God who invites us to do so. 
 
SANCTIFICATION AND HOLINESS - Sanctification is the way that  
leads to holiness, and both pertain to the identification that we must 
have with the Lord. 
 
The identification is a road to follow and a process and so, in an 
inexplicable way the Lord also passed through, being perfect, holy and 
All Powerful. But the scriptures tell us in Hebrews 2:10, 5:9 that He was 
made perfect through affliction and suffering. 
 
Nevertheless, we must note that this perfectioning in the Lord’s case is 
not the putting away of sin since He was conceived without sin. The 
perfectioning consists in manifesting day after day His virtues and His 
glory. 
 



So to summarise sanctification it consists in two parts, one negative and 
one positive: 
 
1) The negative is the disappearance of sin, or triumphing over it, and at 
the same time it’s not a process but a complete change since the day 
that we were born again. So as the Lord was conceived without sin, in 
our rebirth in water and spirit, we also have been conceived not by the 
will of man but by God. (Jn. 1:13) And so therefore sin has disappeared, 
so being born again is not a process but an event!  

 
2) The second part is 
positive, and we also 
aliken it to Christ 
inasmuch as it consists in 
showing the virtues of His 
glory.  
All this we see clearly in 
the reading of Colossians 
3, where it exhorts us to 
“Put to death, therefore, 
whatever belongs to your 

earthly nature” which inexplicably still dwells in us for not having taken 
an attitude of faith, having been born again in righteousness and not in 
sin. The triumph over sin consists in firmly believing in 1 John 3:9, 
where it says that “No one who is born of God can go on sinning.”  
 
In Colossians 3 it marks out well what is the negative part of 
sanctification – triumphing over sin; and also what is the positive part 
where it tells us that we are clothed with Him with the virtues of Christ, 
that include a preponderance of love: “And over all these virtues put on 
love, which binds them all together in perfect unity”. (v14) From this we 
deduce that identification with the holiness of God is identification with 
holiness and love; that’s to say that both perfections go together. And 
when the Bible says: “Be holy for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16), it means not 
just that we leave sinning  but that we do the works of God covered with 
a mantle of love.  
 
The Five fundamental points are a summary of New Testament doctrine in 
practice. They are: 1. The Glory of God   2. Knowing God   3. Identification with 
God   4. Brotherly relationships   5. The Church. They were written in about 1995 
by Jorge Pradas. For a copy of all five points please see www.riversoflife.org,uk 


